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Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking those 
who have offered me great support as Commodore during the 
year. The Flag Officers were especially supportive and their 
help and advice was very much appreciated. I would also like 
to thank our hard-working Committee, without whom the 
Club would not be as successful as it is. Lastly but by no means 
least, I would like to thank Claire Toohey, she may be small in 
stature, especially when measured against Paul O’Connell, but 
she is a great support and a fountain of knowledge. 

The year started off quite slowly, apart from Mountshannon 
Regatta, the weather was quite cold and the winds 
unpredictable. Mountshannon Regatta proved the exception 
and an enjoyable weekend was had by all under the guidance 
of William Prentice and Ian Croxon. 

The Mayfly season came in slowly, fish came even more slowly 
but momentum gathered for Friday night sailing as June came 
along. Frank Guy started as Race Officer on the Friday nights 
for a number of weeks and this kick started a very successful 
season of Friday night sailing. 

The Webb Regatta in June was as run as efficiently as always 
by the O’Driscoll family. July came upon us and the Junior 
sailing course proved to be extremely popular with numbers 
at record levels. Gosse Island Regatta, run by the Guy family, 
had great numbers of young people and once again proved to 
be a unique event in the sailing calendar. 

The white sails cruiser event in the middle of July was sailed in 
fabulous weather and rafting up in Mediterranean sunshine 
was experienced by all participants. Dromineer Castle Regatta, 
run by the Knight family, quickly followed by the Annual 
Regatta, brought us to the middle of August and the Corrikeen 
Regatta run by the Tierney family brought August to a close. 
We were then into the Harvest Regatta which once again was 
run by the Maloney family, followed a few weeks later by the 

Keelboat Regatta. It was great to see over 50 boats 
participating in this event and an enjoyable weekend was had 
by all. Wolf Regatta, run by the Gleeson family, as always 
brought the season to a close. 

The Juniors had Sunday sailing and this proved quite popular, 
as did their end of season Regatta. Our Laying Up supper had 
Aisling Keller as our special guest and Aisling gave us an insight 
into the life of an unpaid professional sailor. Aisling started off 
her sailing career in LDYC and we wish her every success in the 
upcoming Olympic trials, following her tremendous 
achievement in qualifying Ireland for the Games in the first 
place. Looking forward to 2020 and there are many events 
planned, including the Inclusion Games in June. This event will 
bring many visitors to the Club and there will be a variety of 
water-based activities in progress over the whole weekend. 

I would like to think that it has been an enjoyable year for the 
Club, there were plenty of smiling faces during the various 
events throughout the year. I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking all the members who gave freely of 
their time and wish everyone a Happy Christmas the very best 
for 2020. 

Tadg Murphy, Commodore LDYC.  

PS. The new Flag Officers uniform is pictured below. 

 

Heading to start line for LDYC regatta 

Commodore’s Message 
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Reading recommendations for 
respite from the festive excesses! 
Cois tine, immerse yourself in a page 
turning thriller by the ever reliable 
John Le Carré. 
‘Agent running in The Field ‘ is his 
25th novel and true to form he 

delivers an absorbing read. A tale of our time, a spy thriller 
fuelled by Brexit fury! 
 
THE SECOND SLEEP by Robert Harris is a veiled commentary 
on English society today and how the lowest common 
denominator of populism is hurtling the country towards the 
abyss. The book has been described as a ‘genre bending 
thriller ‘. It is a ruined earth novel set in a world following an 
apocalypse. Don’t be put off. Harris has written a chilling and 
dark dystopian mystery thriller that will pull you in and tune 
you out from the noise of Christmas ! The Book club meetings 
resume in February on Coffee mornings. We meet a half hour 
ahead . Why don’t you join us? 

 
 

 
Aisling was guest speaker at 

the laying up supper, and she 
filled us in on her road to 
Olympic qualification for 
Tokyo 2020. Back in July, 

Aisling qualified Ireland for a 
spot in the laser radial 

Olympic fleet. Over the 
coming months, Aisling, 

along with Annalise Murphy 
and Aoife Hopkins, will 

compete to be selected by 
Irish Sailing to actually go to 
Tokyo.  Latest update from 
Aisling -  “Currently I'm in 

Vilamoura training with our 
squad and then joining some other international girls for some 
training too. After this I'll be home for two weeks for Christmas 
and then off to Melbourne for two months. I will compete in the 

Australian Nationals, Sail Melbourne and the world 
championships. The world championships is the first of three 

Olympic trials. This will be an extremely important regatta for me 
and I am excited to see what performance I can produce. 

Following that is the rest of the Olympic trials in Palma and 
Hyeres, France. Everyone can follow my progress on Facebook at 

Aisling Keller Sailing, on Instagram at @aislinggoessailing and 
Twitter @aislingkeller. You'll find a GoFundMe page on Facebook 

where you can donate to my campaign very easily”.

  
 
 

Goose Island Regatta 

Thirteen Shannons and six Squibs with their crew gathered in 
LDYC for the Annual Goose Island Regatta where outward 
migrations and picnics are part and parcel of the weekend. 
Under the guidance of our PRO Frank Guy (and all the Guy 

family!!) the fleet eagerly hit the water for the first race of the 
weekend, a passage race round the Mountaineer, leaving the 

Corrikeens to starboard before finishing at Illaunmore. 
However the wind didn’t play ball with the fleet struggling to 
round the Mountaineer in a fine wet drizzle, and race 1 was 

shortened at the Corrikeen Islands, with Carden Kent in the 119 
getting the gun, Conal Holohan in 75 in 2nd and Johnny 

Horgan in 167 in 3rd. Alex Minginovic showed the Squibs the 
way, a pattern which was to emerge for the weekend. The 

fleet were towed to the north of Illaunmore close to Yellow 
Island for a picnic lunch rafted up. Big thanks to Barbarossa, 

Pheonix, Figaro and Festina Lente for inviting us crews aboard 
for (much needed and well deserved!) sustenance and 

refreshments. As the wind remained light, our PRO set the 
‘goslings’ of the group off at the helm of each SOD while the 

Squibs took a rest. With the fleet close together it proved 
quite an exciting windward-leeward race taking in Green 

Island. Stevie Hogan in the 96 got the bullet, Polly Seymour 
with Molly Devaney sheeting for her was 2nd in the 167 and 

Alex Waller in 142 was 3rd. With no wind on the main lake the 
decision was made to tow home in time for a BBQ at LDYC 

Clubhouse. Johnny ‘the coals’ Horgan and Carden Kent played 
a blinder feeding all the competitors and friends. It wasn’t 

long before tables were cleared as the annual drawing 
competition commenced, paving the way for an evening of 
‘adult’ entertainment (the less said about that the better!) 

Sunday dawned bringing with it some much needed sunshine 
and a light breeze. Our destination for the day was Luska Bay 

                         Hooked on Books SOD Sailing 

Spotlight on Aisling Keller 
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around Urra point. Tricky conditions ensured the lead was 
constantly changing with Nacho Castaner in the 112 coming 

out on top in the Shannons followed by Tom Waller in 53 and 
Carden in 119; Catherine Staines took line honours for the 

Squibs in a sparkling breeze. We had a short 
windward/leeward course close to the shore before breaking 

for lunch. Jessica Guy in 142 got herself out in front of the 
Shannons but couldn’t keep the young sailors in 112 behind 
her, finishing 2nd with 119 close behind her. Alex took the 

bullet for the Squibs. Again lunch was a very social affair with 
sailors reluctant to get back in the boats. The last leg of the 
day, a drag race back to LDYC outside the Buggaun Islands 

saw the lead open up at the front of the Shannon fleet with 
167 leading the pack, Jessica in 2nd and Jonathan Harper in 177 
in 3rd. Alex once again lead the Squibs home, although there 
was some talk of fixed keels sticking off the point of Island 

O’Brien – no worries, PRO didn’t notice, and they’re soft rocks 
around there. Final SOD results of the weekend saw Johnny 
Horgan and crew in 167 first, with Carden in 119 second, and 

Nacho and Stevie in the 112 in 3rd place. And in the Squibs Alex 
took the trophy, Catherine second, with Fergal Keating a shy 

third place. Thank you to the Guy family for a wonderful 
weekend, including great racing and warm hospitality aboard 

Barbarossa throughout the weekend. 

                              Corrikeen Regatta 

The regatta 
previously known 
as the 
Garrykennedy 
regatta, The 
Kilgarvan regatta 
and the 
Gurthalougha 
regatta became 
the Corrakeens 
regatta. The idea 

was to include our closest islands in most of the races. There is 
something about racing around islands that is particular to 
lake racing, the lulls and puffs, the overtaking opportunities, 
the time-honoured strategies and the pleasure of sailing close 
to the beautiful shore. While perfectly straight unobstructed 
windward legs may be good for championships there is a 
bonus in including some geography that makes for memorable 
races.. "Should we head to the Clare or Tipperary shore for the 
new breeze?" The warm and gentle weather of most of 2019's 
Summer continued and 9 SODs and 7 Squibs raced seven 
races. The weekend was shared at the club with the IDRA 
National Championships which worked well, there is a better 
buzz and welcome about the club for visitors with shared 
events. In much close and tense racing the 138 (DJ Algeo) 
prevailed by 2 points over the 142 (Jessica Guy) with the 75 
(Nessa Maloney) a steady third. DJ has been endeavouring to 
take part in all possible SOD events this year, quite a 
commitment, and this was his well deserved first win (with 
some help from Rachel Guy). Meanwhile in the squibs Alex and 

Elizabeth Minginovic prevailed to secure top spot. 
Thanks to the Maloney family for the loan of Synergy as 
committee boat. 

 

Webb regatta 

LDYC hosted the 2019 Webb Regatta for Shannon One Designs 
and Squibs over the weekend of June 1-2. A rigging & tuning 
session provided by Frank Guy on Saturday morning was 
warmly received by sailors. Two Windward Leeward races 
opened the series. After lunch a further four races were run by 
the O’Driscoll Family in 10knots of Southerly breeze within 
Dromineer Bay. Traditional post racing tea & scones were 
demolished by hungry sailors ahead of the BBQ. Sunday’s 
forecast of 30+ knots arrived, resulting in sailing cancelled with 
an early prize giving 

White sail 

We had a cracking weekend on and off the water. The 
weather was perfect for the type of sailing we were hoping for 
- Light airs, social racing and glorious Sunshine. The Highlights 
of the event were as follows:- 
• Raft up and swimming right inside in Luska/Castletown • 7 
Cruise in Company yachts - a record for this event ! • Prize 
giving and results On The Raft Up - in Luska - a possible first in 
the yachting world !! • BBQ Dinner on the Deck • Beautiful 
Sunset and Clear Starry Sky • Visiting Yachts from 
Garrykennedy and Mountshannon 

Many thanks to all who took part and helped on and off the 
Water. Congrats to the overall winner - Liam Maloney on 
Synergy and Philip and Anne O Sullivan in the Cruise in 
Company division. 
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Friday December 13th  - Members Christmas Lunch 
12.30 

Wednesday 1st January 2020 New Year Day Walk 

Friday 10th January coffee morning 

Friday 14th February coffee morning and book club 

Friday 13th March coffee morning and book club 

Tuesday 17th March St. Patricks’ Day walk 

Saturday 28th March AGM and Spring Social 

Friday 10th April coffee morning and book club 

April 11th to 13th Mountshannon Regatta 

April 14th to 17th Junior Sailing Easter 

Saturday 2nd May – new members cheese and wine 
evening 

Friday 8th May coffee morning and book club 

Friday 8th May – Club racing 

Saturday 23rd May – Mayfly Moondance – tickets go 
on sale in January 

 

 
Nollaig aoibhinn agus bliain nua 

shona 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The particular mind of the ocean 
Filling the coastline’s longing 

With such brief harvest 
Of elegant, vanishing waves 

Is like the mind of time 
Opening us shapes of days. 

As this year draws to its end, 
We give thanks for the gifts it brought 

And how they became inlaid within 
Where neither time nor tide can touch them. 

The days when the veil lifted 
And the soul could see delight; 

When a quiver caressed the heart 
In the sheer exuberance of being here. 

Surprises that came awake 
In forgotten corners of old fields 

Where expectation seemed to have quenched. 

The slow, brooding times 
When all was awkward 

And the wave in the mind 
Pierced every sore with salt. 

The darkened days that stopped 
The confidence of the dawn. 

Days when beloved faces shone brighter 
With light from beyond themselves; 

And from the granite of some secret sorrow 
A stream of buried tears loosened. 

We bless this year for all we learned, 
For all we loved and lost 

And for the quiet way it brought us 
Nearer to our invisible destination. 

 

 

Some 2020 social dates for your diary         At The End of the Year – John O’ Donoghue 



LDYC DECEMBER 2019 | Issue 58  5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


